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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1908. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
QUARR\'  RANK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

(il'.NTLEMEX, - 

In  this  Report  I  shall  adhere  to  the  g^eneral  plan  adopted 
in  former  years. 

To  properly  appreciate  the  remarks  in  the  body  of  the 
Report  it  is  essential  that  the  tables  at  the  end,  arranged 
on  a  plan  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  County  Council,  should  be  carefully  perused.  Table  I. 
(L.G.B.)  is  particularly  instructive,  as  it  gives  a  comparison 
with  the  figures  of  the  preceding  ten  years.  To  draw 
deductions  from  the  statistics  of  any  two  years  amongst  so 
small  a  population  as  that  of  Quarry  Bank  is  obviously 
unjust,  however  reliable  it  ma}'  be  for  such  populations  as 
those  of  London  or  England;  but  their  \alue  greatly 
increases  when  a  number  of  vears  is  shown. 

From  the  statistical  standpoint  1908  has  some  phenomenal 
records.  'I'he  general  death-rate  and  the  infantile  death-rate 
are  far  below  anything  previously  observed.  The  improve¬ 
ment  noted  in  1907  has  so  far  been  surpassed  as  almost  to 
suggest  a  fallacy  in  the  estimated  population,  but  this 
impression  is  corrected  by  a  reference  to  the  birth-rate,  which 
shows  a  tendency  in  the  opposite  direction,  being  again 
above  the  average  of  the  prex  ious  ten  years.  The  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  below,  the  Phthisis  death-rate  above,  the 
average. 

There  haxe  been  moderately  severe  outbreaks  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Infiuenza;  Measles  and 
haiteric  Fever  (except  for  one  doubtful  case)  wore  entirely 
.absent ;  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  represented  by  a  few  cases 
onK  . 


Medic. \i  Oi-i  icick’s 


Population. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Ivecent  legislature  has  placed  within  your  powers  : — 

(a)  The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children 
(Education  I’roxisions  Act,  1907). 

(b)  'I'hc  Compulsory  Xotiheation  of  certain  cases  of 

Ibilmonary  ruberculosis  (Public  flealth  'I'ulter- 
culosis  Regulations,  1908). 

(c)  The  X'otifications  of  Births  within  36  hours 

(Xotiheation  of  Births  .\ct,  1907). 

The  former  two  have  taken  effect,  but  the  Early  Xotihea¬ 
tion  of  Births  is  an  optional  .\ct,  and  has  not  vet  been  adopted 
in  your  district. 

A  firmer  hand  is  required  in  dealing  with  the  extinction 
of  privy  middens,  and  cver\-  opportunity  should  be  taken  to 
rouse  from  lethargy  the  owners  of  dilapidated  and  insanitary 
property. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  in  April,  1901,  was  6,gi’,  li\ing  in  1,339 
houses,  giving  an  average  of  5'09  persons  to  each  inhabited 
house.  Estimating  by  the  usual  methods,  it  should  ha\e 
reached  7,054  by  the  middle  of  1908,  and  on  this  estimated 
population  the  statistics  for  this  report  are  based. 

During  the  year  259  births  have  been  registered,  of 
which  134  were  of  males  and  125  of  females,  the  birth-rate 
being  therefore  3b'bg  per  1,000  per  annum,  against  250  and 
a  birth-rate  of  35'54  per  1,000  per  annum  in  1907. 

Eightv-nine  deaths  in  the  district  were  recorded,  to 
which  should  lie  added  7  deaths  in  institutions  outside  the 
district  of  persons  who  resided  in  the  district.  .Xo  death  in 
the  district  of  persons  li\ing  outside  has  been  recorded,  so 
that  the  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  is  g6,  and  the 
corrected  total  death-rate  i3'(')  per  1,000  per  annum.  I'he 
corresponding  figures  for  1907  were  102  and  14' 10  per  1,000 
per  annum.  This  is  much  the  lowest  death-rate  during  the  20 
years  of  which  records  ha\c  been  |5reser\cd. 

T.ABLE  I. — .Ages  at  which  Deaths  occurred. 


L'nder  i  year  .  23 

I  Near  and  under  5  )’cars  ...  Ki 

,5  ,  >  "  '  .S  "  ■  ■■  b 

15  ,,  ,,  -.s  ,,  ■■  - 

25  ,,  ,,  05  -  ■■  3- 

65  and  over  .  15 


Total 
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Late  in  \o\  ember  \\  hoopint^  Lou^li  appeared,  and  has 
gradnallv  increased  until  the  end  nf  tlie  year.  I(  was 
attended  as  usual  with  Hroncliitis  and  I’neumonia,  to  whicli 
its  fatal  results  are  mainly  due.  1  think  that,  on  the  whole, 
those  in  charge  of  children  are  more  ah\e  to  the  dangers 
of  disease  and  death  in  Whooping  Cough,  but  it  is  a  fact 
that  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated  that  Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles,  which  were  formerly  regarded  as  inevitable 
and  trivial,  are  by  no  means  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

A  severe  outbreak  occurred  in  January,  I'ebiuary,  and 
March,  two  cases  terminating  fatally.  The  infection  from 
this  disease  is  so  rapidly  conveyed,  and  so  many  persons  wdth 
slight  attacks  are  compelled  to  follow  their  daily  occupation, 
that  it  seems  useless  to  attempt  general  preventive 
measures;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  more  care  is  required, 
especially  where  the  debilitated  and  aged  are  concerned,  to 
secure  as  good  a  level  of  general  health  before  the  attack, 
and  to  take  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  their  re¬ 
ceiving  large  doses  of  the  infective  poison.  During  epidemic 
periods  thev  should  not  mingle  too  freely  w  ith  their  fellows, 
and  should  not  even  in  the  home  occupy  the  same  bed  oi' 
bed  rooms  as  those  suffering  from  the  disease,  and  medical 
advice  should  be  taken  early.  This  will,  1  am  aware,  seem 
like  a  council  of  perfection,  but  among  the  wealthier  classes 
and  among  the  more  cautious  of  the  poorer  classes  such 
precautions  are  often  taken  with  marked  success. 

In  my  monthly  report  on  June  i  ith  1  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  low  infantile  death-rate  of  1907  should  be  maintained 
and  that  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  removal  of 
nuisances  of  all  kinds  previous  to  the  diarrhoeal  season.  In 
July  and  August  the  surveyor’s  reports  stated  that  the 
ditches  had  been  thoroughlv  cleansed,  and  street  watering, 
and  flushing  and  disinfection  of  sewers  e-arried  out.  Lhe 
diarrheeal  season  (August  and  September)  was  conspicuous 
for  the  absence  of  Diarrhoea,  and,  in  a  measure,  these  fants 
may  be  inter-related  as  cause  and  effect.  W’e  must,  however, 
admit  that  meteorological  conditions  were  also  favourable, 
the  latter  part  of  August  being  comparatively  cold.  As  a 
sanitarian  one  looks  forward  to  the  time  when,  by  systematic 
cleanliness,  the  germs  of  Diarrha'a  will  be  unable  to  live  for 
want  of  a  suitable  nidus  ;  but  the  most  casual  observer  will 
declare  that  time  to  be  very  remote  in  most  of  the  towms  ol 
England  (not  excepting  Quarry  Hank)  where  the  soil  is 
polluted  by  the  soakage  from  ])ri\w  middens.  In  1895  you 
luid  in  the  Enteric  outbreak  a  terrible  object  lesson  of  the 
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extent  and  danger  of  this  pollution  ;  when  the  surface  wells 
(now  happily  extinct  in  your  district)  became  infected,  and 
121  cases  with  26  deaths  resulted.  Judging  by  the  last  three 
years  this  may  seem  superfluous  anxiety,  but  this  may  onl\ 
be  a  period  of  truce,  and  under  existing  telluric  conditions, 
given  a  hot  and  dry  summer,  the  struggle  may  go  against 
ns  unless  we  look  better  to  our  defences. 

The  term  “  Zymotic  diseases  ”  includes  Small-pox, 
.Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria, 
Membranous  Croup,  Typhus,  Enteric,  and  continued 
Fevers,  Cholera,  and  Diarrhoea.  What  the  precise  value 
of  this  grouping  of  diseases  is  I  am  not  competent  to  explain, 
but  you  will  notice  that  it  includes  most  of  the  common 
infectious  diseases.  Tubercle  and  Influenza  will,  perhaps, 
some  day  be  included,  or  better  still,  two  groups  be  formed, 
one  to  include  diseases  known  to  be  conveyed  by  direct 
infection  between  individuals,  and  the  other  through  the 
medium  of  the  soil  and  food.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is 
exactly  the  same  as  in  1907,  and  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  eight  years.  The  rates  previously  recorded  are  : — 
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1 906 

171 

1903  .. 
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1 907  . . 
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I'yVBLE  II. — Deaths  from  Zymoti<'  Diseases. 
Measles  ...  •  •  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ..  •  •  3 

Diarrhoea  ...  .■  2 

'I'otal  ...  ...  10 

TABLE  III. 


Synopsis  of  Birth  and  Death-rates  in  Quarr\-  Bank  District, 
County  of  Stafford,  and  England. 
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1907 

Genl.  Urban  only 

England  &  Wales 
1907 

Genl.  Large  towns 

Birth-rate 

General  deatli-rate 

36  69 

29  7 

309 

26  3 

270 

corrected 

13  6 

>47 

15-2 

15  0 

15  4 

Infantile  death-rate 

88  8 

128 

136 

I  iS 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-41 

1-41 

I  60 
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i'54 

Phthisis  death-rate 
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Twenty-three  death.s  were  reported  among  ehildren 
under  one  year  of  age,  gi\  Ing  an  infantile  death-rate  of  88'8 
per  1,000  births,  against  24  and  a  death-rate  of  96  in  1907. 
'I'he  present  Chief  Medical  Oflicer  to  the  Local  Covernment 
Board  wrote  in  1892  that  “  Infants  form  a  delicate  index  to 
the  sanitary  status  of  a  population,”  and  on  these  grounds 
Quarry  Bank  has  every  reason  to  congratulate  itself  on  its 
two  last  annual  returns  of  infantile  mortality.  .V  glance 
at  'I'able  III.  in  the  text  and  'I'able  I.  (L.G.B.)  in  the 
appendix  will  show  remarkable  improvements  on  previous 
years.  Here  again  the  cold  autumn  has  been  favourable, 
but  one  cannot  refrain  from  hoping  that  the  amelioration 
may  be  permanent,  and  that  it  is  a  realisation  of  the  opinions 
which  were  formed  when,  in  1902,  you  decided  to  encourage 
the  teaching  of  infant  hygiene  to  the  elder  girls  in  your 
Council  .schools.  Every  year  since  then  the  headmasters 
have  written  most  sanguine  reports  as  to  its  efficacy.  The 
teachers  enter  thoroughly  into  the  spirit  of  the  subject,  and 
before  leaving  school,  to  each  girl  is  presented  by  the  Council 
a  copy  of  the  booklet  which  has  been  the  basis  of  her  instruc¬ 
tion  on  the  subject.  It  is  possible  that  this  work  is  bearing 
fruit,  and  that  the  prediction  in  the  report  of  1902  as  to  the 
saving  of  infant  life  and  health  is  being  in  a  measure  ful¬ 
filled. 

Further  efforts  have  often  been  suggested,  especially  the 
appointment  of  a  health  missioner  to  visit  and  advise  the 
poor  and  the  establishment  of  a  creche  where  mothers  who 
are  compelled  to  leave  their  children  all  day  may  do  so  in 
competent  hands.  I  am  not,  however,  satisfied  that  there 
is  any  great  need  of  the  latter,  as  in  my  opinion  few  mothers 
in  Quarry  Bank  work  away  from  home.  The  Midwives  Act 
has  probably  had  a  good  effect  on  the  infant  mortality. 
.\mong  recent  enactments  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  is 
intended  to  assist  those  specially  anxious  to  guard  infant 
life.  It  is  an  adoptive  Act,  not  yet  accepted  in  your  district, 
and  makes  it  obligatory  on  those  in  charge  of  the  mother 
to  notify  the  birth  of  a  child  within  36  hours.  In  some 
towns  and  districts  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  such 
measure  is  much  needed,  and  perhaps  even  more  so  an  Act 
enforcing  the  immediate  notification  and  registration  of  all 
reputed  still  births.  How  far  such  steps  are  necessary  in 
your  district  is  open  to  debate,  although  so  far  as  my  judgment 
goes,  very  little  hardship  could  follow  its  adoption.  Al¬ 
though  not  strictly  related  to  the  infantile  mortality,  the 
effects  of  the  recently  instituted  medical  inspection  of  schools 
on  the  sanitary  outlook  may  be  here  considered.  You  are 
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doubtless  aware  that  the  “  infant  ”  of  \ital  statistics 
matures  when  he  reaches  the  end  of  his  first  year,  but  the 
education  infant  ”  may  reach  six  or  se\en  years.  So  that 
in  speaking  of  infantile  death-rate  one  must  alwavs  restrict 
themselves  to  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  therefore 
much  below  school  age. 

In  yuarry  Bank  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
is  detached  from  the  district,  being  under  the  direct  super¬ 
vision  of  the  County  Council,  in  this  particular  differing 
from  that  of  some  of  your  neighbours,  who  have  a  Local 
Lducation  .Authority  and  exercise  local  control.  It  is  too 
early  to  dogmatise  on  the  advantage  or  otherw  ise  of  school 
medical  examinations,  but  prima  facie  nothing  but  good 
could  result  from  the  early  discovery  of  possibly  over-looked 
diseases  and  deformities  provided  proper  steps  are  taken  for 
their  treatment,  and  herein  this  work  must  finally  find  its 
justification.  .A  year  or  two  will  be  required  to  establish  a 
working  basis,  and  one  mav  trust  “  ways  and  means  ”  will 
be  discovered  in  due  time.  .A  not  unreasonable  fear  is  held 
by  some  that  the  removal  of  responsibility  from  the  parent 
to  the  State  may  tend  to  weaken  the  moral  fibre  of  the 
parent  or  that  the  medical  inspection  may  constitute  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  the  individual;  this  latter  contention 
has  not  in  my  experience  found  many  supporters  among  the 
parents  of  children  actually  examined,  and  the  former  will 
I'hiefly  affect  those  who  at  present  lake  so  little  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  children  as  not  to  notice,  or 
at  any  rate  regard  seriously,  the  slighter  indications  of 
disease  or  abnormalitv. 


'I'he  sympathetic  co-0])eration  of  the  headmasters  and 
teachers  of  your  Council  Schools  has  repeatedly  proved  to 
be  a  valuable  asset  in  sanitary  administration,  and  will, 
under  the  new  Act,  prove  doubly  valuable  to  those  engaged 
in  school  inspection. 


Inquests. 


Uncertified 

death 


hour  inquests  have  been  held,  the  verdicts  being  in  three 
cases  natural  causes  and  in  one  accident. 

No  death  was  returned  as  uncertified. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

'I Aventy-seven  cases  of  the  usual  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  have  been  reported,  details  of  whitjh  w'ill  be  found 
in  Table  III.  (L.G.B.). 
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TABLE  IV. 

Diseases  iiotilied  since  the  adoption  ol  the  X'otiheation 
Infectious  Diseases  .\ct,  1893. 


Small-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever  , 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup 

Enteric  Fever. 

j  Continued  Fever. 

j  Typhus. 

j  Puerperal. 

1 

1 

j  Erysipelas. 

Removal  to  Hospital 

from 

Quarry  Bank. 

Deaths  in  Hospital 
among  Quarry  Bank 

1  patients. 

IS93 

40 

8 

9 

2 

4 

22  Small-pox 

I 

1894 

6 

14 

5 

I 

I 

.  . 

5 

6  Small-pox 

0 

IS95 

246 

I 

I2I 

.  . 

5 

35  Enteric 

2 

1896 

37 

I 

15 

2 

5 

II  Enteric 

2 

1897 

13 

I 

5 

.  . 

6 

2  Enteric 

0 

1898 

69 

I 

I 

12 

.  • 

I  I 

7  Enteric 

0 

1899 

10 

I 

3 

3 

8 

I  Scarlet 

0 

1900 

9 

,  , 

10 

15 

6  Enteric 

0 

1901 

33 

r 

6 

2 

II 

I  Scarlet 

0 

3  Enteric 

I 

1902 

.  , 

17 

2 

4 

2 

15 

I  Enteric 

0 

^903 

23 

42 

3 

5 

.  . 

5 

23  Small-pox 

2 

I  Scarlet 

I 

2  Enteric 

I 

1904 

,  . 

33 

2 

8 

3 

2  Enteric 

0 

1905 

,  , 

93 

1 

2 

6 

2  Scarlet 

0 

1906 

,  , 

80 

5 

16 

6 

II  Enteric 

I 

I  Scarlet 

0 

1907 

.  . 

9 

3 

6 

.. 

0 

1908 

13 

5 

I 

8 

I  Enteric 

0 

.As  in  1907  the  cases  were  scattered  about  the  district. 
In  three  instances  two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
and  one  case  I  was  able  to  trace  the  infection  from  a  previous 
case  outside  the  district.  With  these  exceptions,  the  lines 
of  infection  could  not  be  followed.  The  milk  supply  was 
considered  in  each  case  with  negative  results. 

TABLE  \'. 

.Sliowing  the  streets  in  which  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  etc., 
occurred. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Streets.  Date  of  First  Case.  Xo.  of  Cases 

High  Street  .  January  .  5 

Birch  Coppice  .  March  . 

West  Street  . June  .  1 

Maughan  Street  . September  .  2 

Merry  Hill  .  October  .  1 

Oak  Street  . October  .  2 
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EntericFever 


Diphtheria  & 
Meml)ranous 
Croup. 
Cases  5. 
Deaths  3. 


liRYSIPELAS. 

New  Street  .  January  .  3 

Mauglian  Street  . January  .  1 

Mearse  Coppice  . February  .  1 

livers  Street  .  Marcli  .  i 

Sheffield  Street  . June  .  1 

I.evel  Woods  . . . Octolier  .  i 

8 

3 

I 

I 

5 

Only  one  case,  and  this  open  to  doubt,  occurred  in  the 
district.  The  patient  had  undergone  an  operation  a  short 
time  previously,  and  symptoms  like  those  of  Enteric  Fever 
followed;  they  might  have  been  equally  well  attributed  to 
blood  poisoning.  The  medical  attendant  wisely  took  the 
view  that  it  should  be  isolated,  and  the  case  was  removed  to 
the  Hospital,  recovering  in  a  few  weeks.  The  drain  traps 
on  the  premises  where  the  patient  lived  were  found  to  be 
broken,  and  new  ones  were  substituted.  See  also  remarks 
under  Diarrhoea. 

There  seems  a  tendency  for  this  disease  to  increase  in 
your  district.  (Table  IV.)  Three  of  the  cases  were  in  one 
house.  None  of  the  cases  were  supported  by  a  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  In  two  cases  the  patients  died  almost 
immediately  they  were  notified,  in  fact  before  there  was 
time  to  investigate.  In  two  others  a  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  did  not  confirm  the  diagnosis.  In  these  latter  cases 
a  child  had  died,  and  the  father  and  mother  were  reported 
to  be  suffering  from  the  same  disease.  When  I  called  to 
investigate  I  found  that  the  mother  had  gone  to  register  the 
death  of  the  child  although  she  had  been  notified  within  a 
fortnight  of  the  time  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  I  sent 
for  her,  and  warned  her  of  the  risk  of  prosecution,  and 
offered  to  take  her  and  her  husband  into  Hospital.  Next 
day  she  had  obtained  a  medical  certificate  certifying  her 
recovery.  The  husband  refused  to  go  to  Hospital,  and  on 
the  following  day  also  presented  a  medical  certificate  oi 
recovery  within  five  days  of  the  notification  and  within 
seven  days  of  the  onset  of  the  illness.  I  declined  to  accept 
the  latter  certificate  of  recoverv,  and  obtained  a  bacterio- 
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logical  examination  Irom  the  University  of  Birmingham. 
The  examination  showed  no  Diphtheria  bacilli.  After  that 
1  felt  that  one  could  not  legally  enforce  isolation  either  in 
the  Hospital  or  at  home.  The  reports  were  placed  before 
the  medical  man  who  certified  the  diseases,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  it  might  be  better  to  withdraw  the  notifica¬ 
tion  certificates.  This,  however,  he  declined  to  do,  and  so 
the  matter  ended.  At  the  funeral  of  the  child,  and  when  both 
parents  were  certified  as  having  suffered  from  the  disease, 
a  “  tea  party  ”  was  arranged  at  the  house  at  which  the 
parents  intended  to  be  present.  The  “tea  party,’’  on  my 
advice,  was  transferred  to  another  house,  the  parents 
absenting  themselves.  I  have  detailed  this  case  as  showing 
the  ignorance  and  want  of  common  sense  which  the  health 
officers  have  occasionally  to  encounter,  and  had  not  the 
bacteriological  reports  opposed  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria 
I  should  have  asked  the  Council  to  prosecute  the  parents. 

In  each  case  of  diphtheria  there  were  sanitary  defects; 
in  three  a  defective  drain  trap,  and  in  the  remainder  defec¬ 
tive  middens.  In  no  case  was  there  a  water  closet.  Anti¬ 
diphtheria  serum  is  seldom  asked  for,  but  is  provided  free 
of  charge  when  required. 

No  case  occurred.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  violation  of 
the  Midwives’  .Act  in  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  ironworkers  and  chainmakers 
small  sores  and  burns  are  common,  and  account  for  some 
of  the  cases  of  erysipelas.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  the  bosh  water  is  more  frequently  changed  than 
formerly.  It  is,  when  foul,  locally  reputed  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  wound  poisoning. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  exceeds  that  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  (o'gq)  and  that  of  the  average  of  the  preceding 
ten  years  (t  o).  Nine  deaths  were  recorded,  occurring  in  the 
following  streets  : — High  Street,  2  ;  Bower  Lane,  i  ;  Hill 
Street,  i  ;  Birch  Coppice,  3;  Thorns  Road,  i  ;  New  Street,  i. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  acting  on  my  instruction,  calls 
and  offers  to  disinfect  the  bed  room  and  clothing  where  any 
death  from  Phthisis  has  occurred.  A  terrible  object  lesson 
on  the  infectiousness  of  this  disease  has  been  given  in  your 
district  recently,  and  although  such  instances  are  not  rare, 
the  facts  are  not  sufilciently  often  emphasised  to  impress  the 
non-medical  mind.  The  following  extract  is  taken  from  my 
monthly  report  for  June,  igo8,  on  this  point  :  The  remark¬ 
able  feature  in  the  returns  (of  that  month)  is  the  number  oi 
deaths  from  consumption.  The  two  cases  in  Birch  Co|ipice 
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occurred  in  one  house,  and  I  have  made  special  enquiries 
and  investigations  in  relation  to  them.  I  examined  the 
house,  and  although  not  particularly  well-built,  the  site  was 
apparently  well  chosen,  and  the  home  conditions  much  the 
same  as  many  in  the  localit}-.  'I'he  district  is  rural  in 
character,  so  that  overcrowding  ol  dwellings  is  out  of  the 
question.  During  the  last  two  and  a  half  years  the  family 
record  was  as  follows  - 

2^  years  ago  baby  died,  g  months  old,  at  20,  New  Street. 

2  years  ago  son  died,  20  years  old,  at  76,  Birch  Coppice. 

Next  daughter  died,  3  years  old,  ,,  ,, 

3  months  ago  mother  died,  41  years  old, 

14  days  ago  daughter  died,  4  years  old. 

Since  then  daughter  died,  13  years  old,  ,,  ,, 

(July  24,  another  daughter  died,  18  years  old,  at  Workhouse). 

(No  known  case  of  consumption  among  relatives  except 
one  cousin). 

“  The  baby  nine  months  old  was  said  to  have  died  of 
teething,  the  others  of  consumption.  There  is  another 
seriously  ill  with  the  latter  disease  (since  dead).  The  father 
and  two  or  three  young  children  were  apparently  well.  On 
the  death  of  each  of  the  children  and  the  mother  I  have 
advised  disinfection  of  the  house,  and  this  has  been  carried 
out  several  times  by  your  Inspector.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  this  is  only  a  half-measure  whilst  there  are  survivors 
suffering  from  the  disease  who  immediately  re-in  feet  it.  The 
control  of  consumption  does  not  fall  directly  in  the  province 
of  the  Sanitary  .4uthority  owing  to  the  absence  of  compulsory 
notification  and  power  to  isolate,  and  I  have,  through  your 
Chairman,  approached  the  Poor  Law  Authorities,  who  have, 

I  believe,  now  certain  powers  to  deal  with  such  cases.  This 
series  of  cases  goes  to  prove  the  infectious  nature  of  the 
disease  among  persons  habitually  living  together,  and  the 
only  way  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  them  is  to  separate  the 
sick  from  the  sound,  remove  the  latter  at  least  from  the 
infected  home,  ha\e  a  periodical  examination  of  them  for  a 
long  term  of  years,  and  treat  by  isolation  and  sanatorium 
methods  any  fresh  case  arising.  This  is  self-evident  when 
applied  to  such  infectious  diseases  as  small-pox,  with  a  short 
and  critical  course,  but  is  none  the  less  true  in  relation  to 
the  more  slowly  de\-cloping  but  equally  virulent  infectious 
disease,  tuberculosis.” 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  made  representation  to  the 
Guardians,  and  the  surviving  patient  was  taken  to 
the  Workhouse,  where  she  died.  The  remaining  children 
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and  the  father  removed  to  another  house,  the  infected 
dwelling  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed,  a  doul)!i‘ 
wall  and  damp  course  |)ut  in,  and  the  house  kept  tliorouj^hly 
aired  for  some  weeks  helore  re-occupation.  I  lia\e  not 
heard  of  any  further  case  in  the  lamily.  Tliese  measures 
taken  earlier  mi^ht  ha\e  saved  most  of  the  victims. 

On  January  ist,  1909,  the  “  Xotilication  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  Order  ”  becomes  operative,  and  enforces  com¬ 
pulsory  notification  of  I’uhnonary  Tuberculosis  by  the  Poor 
Law  Medical  OlTicer  to  the  Medical  OfTicer  of  Health,  of  all 
])atient.s  attended  by  him  on  the  instruction  of  the  Poor  Law 
authorities,  whether  in  the  Workhouse  or  in  his  district, 
ft  is  specially  framed  so  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  mo\cments  of  the  patient,  but  to  facilitate  his  cure, 
and  to  protect  his  companions.  This  is  a  step  in  the  ri^ht 
direction,  and  the  provision  of  sanatoria  and  other  methods 
of  treatment  should  follow  speedily  to  the  advantage  of  all 
concerned.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  pro\  iding  sputum  cups 
and  disinfectants  to  patients  notified,  and  I  give  such  adx  iee 
as  they  are  able  to  carry  out. 

Dr.  Taylor,  the  Public  \’accinator,  has  again  kindly 
given  me  the  following  statistics  of  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  by  him  in  Quarry  Rank  ; — 
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■See  .Suiweyor's  Report. 

1  he  number  ol  w.c.’s  is  steadily  increasing.  Priv\ 
middens  are,  however,  largely  predominant.  Metal  bins  are 
becoming  more  used  in  lieu  of  the  ashpits. 

This  is  still  done  by  a  Contractor,  and  without  many 
complaints  of  inattention.  Occasionally  comjjlaints  are 
made  of  nuisance  Irom  the  remo\'al  of  night-soil  in  the  da\'- 
time. 

I  his  is  now  most  satisfactory,  being  almost  entirely  from 
the  South  .Staffordshire  ^^’ater  Works  mains.  rhirt\-si\ 
houses  have  been  added  to  this  service  during  igoS,  making 
a  total  of  1,471  houses  now'  supplied  by  them,  but  there  are 
still  in  isolated  outlying  parts  a  f(“w  surftu'c  wells,  the 
number  gradutilly  diminishing. 
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These  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  I  have  personally  visited  each  one  during  the  year.  The 
Slaughter-houses  and  Dairies  are  clean,  the  Cowsheds,  on 
the  whole,  decidedly  not  so,  and  the  Cows,  although  in  some 
cases  better  groomed,  want  much  more  attention  than  they 
at  present  get.  More  of  the  cowkeepers  are  open  to  reason 
on  this  point,  and  have  abandoned  the  idea  that  grooming 
tends  to  make  the  cows  take  cold,  but  there  are  yet  some 
who  hold  this  belief  firmly. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  usually  structurally  un¬ 
suited  for  the  purpose.  One  Cowshed,  however,  has  been 
recently  built  on  model  lines,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
prove  a  good  example  to  the  cow  owners  in  your  district. 

I'hese  seem  to  be  less  numerous  and  better  kept.  Only 
one  case  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  them  has  been  brought 
to  my  notice. 

There  is,  generally  speaking,  no  reason  to  complain  of 
the  meat  sold  in  the  district.  I  have  recently  condemned  the 
carcase  and  organs  of  a  beast  killed  in  a  slaughter-house  in 
the  district,  owing  to  disease.  There  was  no  attempt  at 
concealment.  The  Council  are  considering  the  advisability 
of  appointing  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  b}'  whom  animals 
suspected  of  disease  can  be  examined. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  nuisances  from  Fish- 
frying  and  Rabbit-skin  dressing  processes,  and  steps  were 
taken  to  mitigate  these  as  far  as  possible. 

rhere  are  many  dilapitated  houses  owing  to  mining 
operations.  Some  are  beyond  repair,  and  such  as  are 
restored  are  usuallv  greatly  depreciated  in  value. 

None  in  district. 

There  is  no  material  change  since  my  last  report.  Many 
of  the  Chainshops  are  closed  at  present  for  want  of  trade. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  thank  the  members  and  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  kindly  assistance  in  the  performance 
of  my  duties. 

1  beg  to  remain, 

Vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  TIBBETTS. 


Februarv  2nd,  iqoc). 
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Being  Table  III  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council 

GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  TEAR  1908. 
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Conjoint  Isolation  Hospital  for  Brierley  Hill  and  Quarry  Bank,  situated  in  Quarry  Bank. 
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VIII. 

Being  Table  IV.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire 

County  Council. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year,  1908. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Causes  of  Deatli 

•ji 

ZZ  OJ 

Under 

I  year. 

I  and 

under  5 

5  and 

under  15. 

5  ^ 
io'5 

M 

a 

to 
^  VO 

rt  0) 

01  c 
3 

65  and 

1  upwards.  1 

Measles 

2 

2 

.  . 

. 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

Diptheria  (including  Membranous  croup) 

3 

3 

Epidemic  influenza 

2 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

3 

2 

I 

.  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

9 

2 

2 

I 

4 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  . . 

4 

.  , 

I 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . 

6 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

10 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

/ 

6 

I 

.Alcoholism  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

, 

Premature  birth 

5 

5 

. . 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

i 

.  • 

.  • 

I 

Heart  diseases  .. 

2 

.  • 

2 

Accidents 

! 

I 

All  other  causes 

35 

14 

2 

I 

7 

1  I 

All  causes 

y6 

23 

19 

5 

2 

25 

2  2 

Being  Table  V.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Being  Table  VI.  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

Done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspectov's  Depavhnent  duniig  the  Year  WOti.  in  the  Urban  Distiiii 

of  Qtiany  Bank. 


Abatement 

Nnis’n 

s  Abated 

Number  of 

Notices. 

after  Notice  by 

«  2 

c  > 

2  B  6 

^  </l  M 

Defects 

found.  1 

formal  by 

nspector. 

drmal  by 

uthority. 

nspector. 

Uthority. 

.S  0 

C  hh 

< 

Dwelling- 
housesand  . 
•Schools. 

Foul  Conditions  . , 

Structural  Defects 

Overcrowding 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

I  10 

72 

26 

56 

25 

7 

20 

30 

2 

5 

7 

20 

30 

2 

5 

7 

Lodging-houses  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

40 

10 

10 

— ■ 

10 

— 

Cowsheds 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

100 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

850 

45 

24 

21 

24 

21 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

60 

45 

45 

— 

45 

— 

Water  Closets 

17 

4 

3 

I 

3 

I 

House 

Drainage. 

'Defective  I'raps  . . 

35 

30 

25 

5 

25 

5 

No  Disconnection 

10 

10 

10 

— 

10 

— 

lOther  faults,  such  as  obstructions 

45 

18 

18 

— 

18 

— 

Water  Supply 

5 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Pigsties 

54 

25 

12 

13 

12 

13 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . 

5 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

30 

Warni 

ngs  2 

— 

— 

1  _ 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  ” 

Totals 

1575 

259 

207 

53 

206 

j  53 

Nos. 


Number  of  Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
,,  ,,  condemned  by  Magistrate 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


3 

I 

I 

I 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 


15 

40 

3 


January,  1909. 


F.  A.  FURBER, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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xabue:  XI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. -INSPECTION. 


Includin''  hispeclions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspeciors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

,  .  Written 

Inspections: 

FACTORIES  (including  Factorv  Laundries) 

15 

0 

WORKSHOPS  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
WORKPLACES  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises  included 

250 

17 

in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

12 

0 

Total 

277 

17 

2.-DEFECT8  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  ;  Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2  ^ 

25 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Other  Nuisances 

c  .  1  Insufficient  . . 

I 

I 

am  ary  J  Unsuitable  or  defective 

s 

8 

(  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Sec.  22  of  P.H.A.  Amendment  Act,  1890  has  been  adopted  in 
the  district. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act — 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100) 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

I 

I 

Lotal 

35 

35 

3,— HOMEWORK. 

List  of  Outworkers  (s.  lo^). 

Cables  and  Chains  : — 

Lists  received  twice  in  a  year —  Lists  8  Contractors  4  Workmen  84 


Addresses  of  I  Received  from  other  Councils  . .  . .  . .  70 

Outworkers  j  Forwarded  to  other  Councils  . .  . .  . .  7 

Inspections  of  Outworkers’ Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Outwork  in  Unioholesome  Premises  (s.  ro8), 

Instances  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Notices  served  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


^.-REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  . .  . .  149 


5.-OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H  M.  Inspector  of  Factories:  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  .Act  (s.  133  , 

referred  to  by  occupier  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  ^ 


AxM  Al.  Ivl'.l’OlM  . 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 

1908. 


lO  I'llI-:  CTI.VIRM.V.X  .VXD  ME.MI^IiRS  ()!■  Till-: 
OLWRRN'  IA\XK  L'lO^AX  DISTRIOT  C'OUXCMl.. 

(  iliXTl.HMKX, - 

Last  year’s  Report  gave  no  reeorcl  of  the  rainfall,  but 
during  the  hist  t\\el\e  months,  althougli  tlie  fall  lias  not 
greatly  exceeded  the  average,  the  following  particulars  ma\ 
be  of  interest.  The  hgures  are  taken  locally  : — 


X'o.  of  days 
when  rain  fell. 


January  .. 

Li 

T'ebruarv 

17 

.March  . 

IL) 

.Vpril  . 

to 

.Mav  . 

■5 

|une  . 

10 

|ulv  . 

]  0 

.Vugust  . 

Li 

.September  .. 

•  Li 

October  . 

y 

.Xnvember  ... 

*  3 

Decembci'  ... 

IL) 

Day  and  amount 

Total 

of  highest  record. 

for  month. 

9th— o'34  .. 

.  07'^ 

-’7th— 0-32  .. 

.  I'T' 

24th - 0'62 

. 

■>cSth — o'(i2 

->  •  0  ^ 

.  -  0  / 

2nd — o'83 

.  -’7« 

17th — o'b^ 

.  ’’Li 

8th — o’7'’ 

.  -’'38 

’P'd — o' 4’ 

.  ’’03 

ist — 0^78 

.  -70 

igth — o' 7  3 

.  '  ’Vi 

I  2th — o' 39 

.  1  '9(1 

1  3th — o'  38 

.  i7'> 

Total  .  I  (>3  Total  .  -4'9d 

\  on  will  observe  that  the  maximum  fall  was  on  May  2nd, 
when  o'.S3  inches  fell,  or  about  6(1,000  tons  in  your  district, 
and  that  the  total  for  the  ve;ir  is  24'C)3  inches. 


SCAVENGING. 

I  his  work  has  recei\ed  general  attention,  but  1  regret  to 
say  that  in  some  streets  the  practice  of  throwing  slops  and 
lilth  on  to  the  carriage  win-  and  channels  still  obtains.  The 
utter  carelessness  of  some  mothers  in  allowing  their  children 
to  deposit  fteces  upon  the  public  footpath  in  front  of  their  own 
doors  is  astonishing.  .Xot  until  we  can  get  a  prosecution  b\ 
the  police  or  the  ser\ices  of  a  Health  Missioner  will  the 
remedy  be  found. 


^4 


Mkdicai,  Oi-i  k  kr’s 


SEWERAGE. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Sewerage  operations 
were  commenced  in  Thorns  Road,  and  up  to  December  30th 
j.So  yards  had  been  laid.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  this  up 
to  a  point  opposite  Shaw-’s  Cottages;  in  all  about  1,000  yards 
connections  will  be  made.  It  is  rarely  that  you  get  a  complaint 
of  sewer  gas,  and  when  received  is  generally  found  to  be 
caused  by  the  Upper  Stour  \'alley’s  sewer,  which  crosses  your 
district  in  three  places,  h'lushing  has  been  carried  out  when 
found  necessary,  and  disinfectants  applied.  Ten  gallons  of 
chloros  was  used  experimentally  in  flushing  the  sewers,  and 
to  this  1  attribute  in  a  large  measure  the  immunity  of  com¬ 
plaint. 

STREET  WORKS 

The  amount  of  metal  specified,  namely,  330  tons,  was  put 
on  the  Main  Road  and  rolled,  150  tons  has  been  used  on  High 
■Street,  200  tons  of  cinder  has  been  used  on  other  Roads. 

It  was  proposed  to  kerb  and  channel  Maughan  Street  and 
to  pave  Queen  Street.  Quantities  were  prepared,  but  it  was 
found  advisable  to  let  the  question  remain  in  abeyance  for  a 
time.  The  channels  of  Maughan  Street  have  been  repaired. 
There  are  three  undedIcated  streets  in  your  district;  two  of 
them  are  kept  fairly  clean,  but  West  Street  is  in  a  shocking 
condition,  and  should  be  put  in  hand  during  the  coming 
summer. 

BUILDINGS. 

h'ourteen  plans  were  presented,  and  of  this  number  two 
were  refused.  'The  plans  represented  as  follows  ; — 

Houses  .  13 

W'orkshops  .  2 

Stores  .  2 

.\dditIons  and  .Mterations  3 

As  will  be  seen,  the  building  trade  h;is  been  in  a  bad  stale. 

WATER  CLOSETS 

'rwent\-nine  Water  Closets  ha\e  been  put  in. 

1  am,  (lentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

V.  A.  1-T’RHER, 


.Survevor. 
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